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Prime Minister General Thein Sein attends

ASEAN-UN International Pledging Conference
Myanmar warmly welcomes any assistance and aid presented
with genuine goodwill from any country or organization, provided
that there are no strings attached nor politicization involved

Yancon, 25 May —
The following is the full
text of address delivered

today by Prime Minister
General Thein Sein ar the
ASEAN-UN Internarional

ASEAN -y lﬁ;e,

Pledging Conference.
Excellency Mr Ban
Ki-moon, Secretary-Gen-

Prime Minister General Thein Sein addresses ASEAN-UN
International Pledging Conference.—)mNa

eral of the United Nations

Excellency Mr
George Yeo, Chairman of
the ASEAN Standing
Committes

Distingnished Minis-
ters

Excellency Dr Surin
Pitsuwan, Secretary-Gen-
eral of ASEAN

Delegates from donor
countries

Excellencies, Ladies
and Gentlemen

May I, first of all, say
that the Government and
the people of Myammar
extend onr warmest wel-
come to all of you. May I
also on behalf of the peo-
ple of Myanmar, would
like to express our desp

appreciation to all of you
forvour presence and your
readiness to provide aid
and assistance fo cvclone
wictims at this critical time.
I would also like to
reiterate our gratitude fo
the Secretary-General of
the United Nations, For-
eign Ministers of the
ASEAN member coun-
tries, Ministers and del-
egates from donor coun-
tries, Secretary-Generalof
ASEAN and Unifed Na-
tions Agencies, representa-
tives of INGOs and infer-
national community, for
their presence today at the
ASEAN-UN International
Pledging Conference.
The Cyclone Nargis

that hit Myanmar on the
2" and 3 May, was of
unprecedented infensityin
our history. The radius of
the storm was about 200
miles wide and the wind
speed at the eye of the
storm ranged from 120 to
130 miles per hour. The
strong wind was accom-
panied by surging tidal
waves that ranged from 7
to 1ZI feet in height.
Consequently, 7
townships in Ayeyawady
Division and 40 fownships
in Yangon Division were
severely affected. The
strong winds and the ac-
companying high tidal
waves have cansed heavy
losses of human lives,
farming cattle, livestocks
as well as extensive dam-
ages to properties. Some
of the villages were com-
pletely wiped out due to

| the storm and the fidal

Waves.

According tothe data
collected to date, 77,738
people were confirmed

| dead, 55,917 were still

missing and 19,3559 were

injured and there were

hugelossinproperties and

materialdamaged. Iwon’t

be going in details of the

damages caused by the
(See page 8)



Prime Minister General Thein Sein and the participants stand in one minute silence to rmmrf the loss aof lives a:fpeopi'c in the storm.—MNA

Prime Minister General Thein Sein attends ...

(from page 1)
Cyclone Nargis as Minis-
ter U Soe Tha of the Min-
istry of National Planning
and Economic Develop-
‘ment willbe giving abrief-
ing on this later.

On 3™ May, the same
day when the storm made
its landfall, an emergency
cabinet meeting was held
presided by me and we
rushed to the storm hit ar-
2as to carry out immediate
rescue operations. On 4
May, at the supervision of
the cabinet ministers many
‘homeless victims totaling
1,064,623 were rescued
and evacuated fo tempo-
rary shelters at 12 front-
line camps, 15 transit
camps and 3 base camps.
Emergency relief items
such as food and drinking
water are also delivered
by using helicopters and
‘boats, to some vitlages.

Up to now the emer-
gency search and rescue
measures have completed
to some extent and we are
currently carrying oot re-
lief and rehabilitation
measures by providing
food, clothing and shel-
ters to the victims. Our
efforts were greatly ben-
efited from the large
amoont of humanitarian
assistance that has poured
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in from local and interna-
tional wellwishers. To
date, we have received
3273.20 tons of humani-

nated from home and
abroad to provide the nec-
essary shelters.

For emergency relief

tarian supplies deli by
221 cargo flights from in-
ternational wellwishers
fromvarious countries and
organizations. Iwounldlike
to take this opportunity to
convey my deep apprecia-
tion to donor countries and
organizations for their
goodwill and assistance in
various ways. The mate-
rial supplies thathave been
delivered by international
donors were immediately
distributed by using mo-
torized boats, ships and
helicopters fo the victims
of the cyclone.

‘While we are able to
provide the storm victims
with basic requirements
such as food and clothing,
the monsoon season is ap-
proaching and our present
concern is to provide ad-
equate temparary shelters
for the victims, to enable
them to resume their daily
economic activities. We
are now providing victims
with shelters built using
locally available bamboo
and timber and using tar-
paulin and plastics sheets
as roofing materials. We
are using the tents, tarpau-
lins and plastic sheets do-
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and rehabilitation, the
Government has allocated
initial expenses of 5 bil-
lion Eyats to start with and
so far the government has
spent to the amount of 70
biltion Eyats. Once again,

schools and dispensaries.
For the survival for the
cyclone victims we will
need to provide them with
cattle, hand and power till-
ers, paddy seedlings, fish-
ing boats and gears and fo
rebuild salt production fa-
cilities.
The storm affected ar-
225 are nof only important
for providing food supply
to Myanmar, but also con-
ib: international food

1 would like to
our profound thanks to the
Secretary-General of the
United Nations for his
leadershipin taking prompt
action enabling the United
Naitons and its agencies to
expeditionsly and effec-
tively assist in our relief
and rehabilitation efforts.

Our appreciations also
20 to other donor Govern-
ments, International
NGOs, NGOs and indi-
vidual wellwishers for their
financial and material con-
tributions.

Asweare abletocarry
out to a certain extent the
first phase, which is the
rescoe, relief and provid-
ing temporary settlement,
as a second step we are
now at the same time im-
plementing measures fo
assist the survivors to en-
able them to resume their
livelihoods in agricolture,
fisheries and salt produc-
tions; rebuilding of houses,
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Coordinator, bricfs on donation of aid from UN and ASEAN.—wma

supply. Due to the impact
of cyclone, some farm-
lands and paddy fields have
‘been damaged and can af-
fectrice production. There
will be sufficient supply of
rice for Myanmar but will
weaken the ability to con-
tribute to world food sup-
ply. In order to remedy the
sifnation, we will need to
boost the rice production
inother areas. For that pur-
pose, we may need a large
amount of fertilizer. Addi-
tionally, we may also need
mare fuel and hand and
power tillers in rice cuolti-
wation to replace the cattle
lost in the storm.

For the recovery of
another major occupation
in the storm-hit areas, the
fishing industry, we also
need fishing boats and ves-
sels, fishing gear and fuel
oil. Likewise, in the salt
production, we will need
to rebuild salt facilities,
buildings and provide wa-
ter pumps and to regroup
skilled-workers. These
MEeasures are necessary in
ensuring both domestic
and infernational food sup-
ply.

In the reh

construction workers and
business entrepreneurs
within the counfry. Cur-
rently, over 6586 construc-

the warehouses at the
Yangon Airport and the
port of Yangon which are

asa rta-

tion waorkers are already
undertaking repair and
construction works in the
stormaffected areas. Inthis
regard, our priority re-
quirements will be corm-
gated iron sheets for roof-
ing materials and nails. It
will greatly benefit the vic-
tims of the cyclone if such
materials could be pro-
wided.

In Line with the policy
of the Government that
achievements can be made
with the close collabora-
tion of the Government,
people and members of the
armed forces, under the
leadership of the Govern-
ment, the general public,
businessmen, members of
Tatmadaw {Armed
Forces), police, members
of Red Cross and Fire Bri-
gade including the inter-
national non-governmen-
tal organizations are now
joining their hands and
striving their best in carry-
ing out rescue, relief and
rehabilitation efforts fo
bring back normalcy inthe
storm affected areas in the
shortest possible time.

In carrying out these
tasks, we would warmly

tion hubs. From there the
government will facilitate
transportation of these sup-
plies to the affected areas.
We will also facilitate
those who wish to visit the
cyclone stricken areas. For
those groups who are in-
terested in rehabilitation
and reconstruction, my
government is ready foac-
cept them in accordance
with our priority and the
extent of work that need to
‘be done. They will also be
permitted township-wise
separately.

I would like to take
this opporfunity to express
our sincere thanks to our
neighbours China, India,
Bangladesh and ASEAN
members such as Thailand
Laos and Singapore that
have dispatched medical
teams to provide medical
care to the victims in order
to prevent epidemics that
we rencounterinthe
aftermath of natoral disas-
ter. We will accept addi-
tional medical teams from
other countries in an or-
derly and systematic man-
ner.

Inclosing, I'wounldlike
to invite experts and
i 5 toextend their

any
and aid which are provided
with genuine goodwill
from any couafry or or-
ganization, provided that
there are not strings at-
tached nor politicization
involved. Donation of re-
lief supplies for the cyclone

phase, we need to rebuild
houses, schools, dispensa-
ries, religions and public
tuildings which were de-
stroyed by thecyclone. We
do have adequate supply
of building materials such
as wood, bamboo, cement,
brick, sand, etc. and skilled

victims in My will
be accepted through land
route, by sea or by air. For
the relief supplies coming
by sea, I wish to inform
that these supplies can be
sent by civilian ships tothe
port of Yangon. For the
storage of relief supplies
we will allow storage at

help in our preventive
measures such as raising
the levels of embankments,
building temporary shel-
ters in high grounds and
paving caunseways through
swampy areas linking vil-
lages etc in order fo mini-
mize casualties and dam-
ages in the event of such
severe cyclone in the fu-
ture. With your assistance
Ifeslconfident that we will
be able to successfully
overcome the challenge
should we encounter simi-
lar cyclones.
Ithankyouall. —MN4



